
8th Grade Curriculum Pacing Guide 
 
Essential Question:  How did the interaction between the Native Peoples of North America, the geography of North America, the culture of Western 
Europe, and the forced migration of Africans shape and define our Nation’s narrative from the Colonial period through Reconstruction? 
 

Quarter Focus Quarter Duration 
1607-1754 Societies of North America 
 Europeans and American Indians maneuvered and fought for dominance, control and security in North America, and distinctive colonial 
and native societies emerged. 

1 6-9 weeks 

1754-1800 From Subjects to Citizens 
British imperial attempts to reassert control over its colonies and the colonial reaction to these attempts produced a new American 
republic. The new nation struggled over its social, political and economic identity. 

2 6-9 weeks 

1800- 1848 Growing Pains 
The new republic struggled to define and extend democratic ideals in the face of rapid economic, territorial, and demographic changes. 

3 6-9 weeks 

1844- 1877 Unresolved Issues  
As the nation expanded and its population grew, regional tensions, especially over slavery, led to a civil war – the course and aftermath 
of which transformed American society. 

4 6-9 weeks 

Personal Financial Literacy 
Covers the knowledge and economic reasoning skills to make sound financial decisions by identifying and differentiating between 
purposes and reasons for debt, analyzing benefits and costs of credit and debt, comparing sources of credit, and describing the 
components of a credit history  

Teacher 
Discretion 

1-2 weeks 

 
Throughout the year, 8

th
 graders will learn to be… 

 
Historical thinkers who… 

1. Use and interpret documents and other relevant primary and secondary 
sources pertaining to United States history from multiple perspectives  

2. Construct a written historical argument on the use or understanding of 
primary and secondary sources 

3. Determine and explain the historical context of key people and events 
from the colonial origins of the American Revolution through 
Reconstruction  

4. Analyze ideas that are critical to the understanding of American history  
 
Economic thinkers who … 

1. Explain differences in resources, productivity, and prices that provide a 
basis for international trade  

2. Describe the factors that lead to a nation having a comparative and 
absolute advantage in trade  

3. Explain effects of domestic policies on international trade  
4. Explain why nations often restrict trade  
5. Identify and differentiate between purposes and reasons for debt  
6. Analyze benefits and costs of credit and debt  
7. Compare sources of credit and describe the components of a credit 

history  

 
Political Scientists who … 

1. Describe instances in which major political, social, economic, or cultural 
changes occurred and the reasons for the changes  

2. Analyze the changing definition of citizenship and give examples of the 
expansion of rights  

3. Describe examples of citizens and groups who have influenced change 
in United States government and politics  

4. Analyze primary sources supporting democratic freedoms and the 
founding of our government.  

5. Explain the role and importance of the Constitution   
 

Geographers who … 
1. Interpret maps and other geographic tools as a primary source to 

analyze a historic issue 
2. Recognize the patterns and networks of economic interdependence 
3. Explain the establishment of human settlements in relationship to 

physical attributes and important regional connections  
4. Analyze how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact 

to shape patterns of human population, interdependence, cooperation 
and conflict  

5. Compare how differing geographic perspectives apply to a historic issue 

 



 


